
Kelly Ormsby, Associate Professor, English

Chair, Tennessee Service-Learning Consortium Board

Dr. Agapi Theodorou-Shapiro, Assistant Professor, English

Michelle Vandiver, Associate Professor, Spanish

Volunteer State Community College

Image Credit: New York State Reading Association

Beyond





Project Origins



Project 1:
World Food Day at VSCC



Common Intellectual Experience:
Food Across the Curriculum 

















2021





Student 
Voices:
The Gather 
Town 
Experience

Everyone loves food, and Food Day was honestly such a cute and 
interactive way to bring people together over something they love, 
all the while introducing them to new cultures and ideas. Not to 
mention, Gather Town was the perfect media to use for it. The 
platform was easy to navigate and very well put together. I loved the 
realness of it, for it felt like I was attending and viewing the 
presentations displayed in person. The guest speakers were also very 
helpful, as were the directions and notes spread across Gather Town.

From watching, reading, and participating in the presentations to 
exploring the world of Gather Town, the whole event was so much fun 
to be a part of. It was a unique experience I never would have thought 
could be possible and won’t be forgetting any time soon. I mean, who 
else can say they attended their college presentations on an 80’s style 
video game-like platform!? All in all, I would say Food Day at Vol State 
was a major success for everyone involved, and I hope to participate 
again next year!



Project 2: Read Across America 

Increase Student Engagement and Inclusion

Build Skills (CLOs and Career Readiness)

NEA: “Motivate kids to read, bring the joys of reading to students 

of all ages, and make all children feel valued and welcome”



Literacy in Tennessee

“If a parent cannot read well, it is likely that their child will 
struggle as well.” DeMarrus Miller, Salvation Army (qtd. in
Reflections from the Reading 360 Summit by Dr. Lisa Coons, 
October 18, 2021. Tennessee Department of Education.)







Gaining Momentum: 
Refining Corequisite 
Learning Support to Boost 
Student Success in the 
First Year and Beyond

Tennessee Board of 
Regents,
November 2021 



Data on books by and about Black, Indigenous and People of Color published for children and teens compiled by 
the Cooperative Children’s Book Center, School of Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/literature-resources/ccbc-diversity-statistics/books-by-and-or-about-poc-2018/

https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/literature-resources/ccbc-diversity-statistics/books-by-and-or-about-poc-2018/


Equity and 
Inclusion

[High Impact Practices] are effective for racial and ethnic minorities in 
particular, who disproportionately experience high and persistent 
levels of post-secondary attrition…HIPS that have an effect on 
engagement across racial categories are service-learning, 
undergraduate research, group assignments, learning communities, 
sequence courses, and, especially, having a close faculty mentor. In 
addition to these factors, diversity-related course content is 
especially effective for racial/ethnic minority engagement. 

(Sweat, Jeffery, et. al. “How Does High Impact Practice Predict 
Student Engagement? A Comparison of White and Minority Students,” 
International Journal Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, vol. 7, no. 2, 
2013.)



https://www.naceweb.org/career-readiness/competencies/career-readiness-defined/

Connecting 
to Career



Read Across 
America 
Timeline
(pre-
COVID)

•2018

•300 Book Donation, Future Educators Club (student group), 15 

Volunteers/Students, 2 Community Partners (Head Starts), 5 Faculty, Cross 

Discipline (Education, English, Reading, and Speech)

•2019

•500 Book Donation, Future Educators Club (student group) and Sigma Kappa 

Delta (English Honor Society), 35 VSCC Students, 2 Community Partners (Head 

Starts), 4 Faculty, Cross Discipline (Education and English); Library special 

collection purchase for Read Across America (filled gaps in Corretta Scott King 

Book Awards collection)

•2020

•200 Book Donation, 35 VSCC Students, 3 Community Partners (Head 

Starts/Government Childcare), 3 Faculty, Cross Discipline (Education and 

English); Library purchased over 100 + Belpre Award, Schnieder Family Book 

Award, and Corretta Scott King Book Award winners to add to the children's 

literature collection



Pre-pandemic



Dr. Mays Imad, “ ‘Ours Is Not a Caravan of Despair’: Trauma-Informed Education in Turbulent Times”
HIP Statewide Conference, 2021



2021



• Growing the LibGuide: Research, tips, and 
tools

• Book drive: 
• Virtual Storytime: St

• Read Across America Read-In: V

Additional Community Groups TBA (student connections)






